804                                Ccesar
fortunately thought differently He had been overcautious in Buttany, though he had afterwards le-deemed his fault Csesar, he persuaded himself, had left the country , each commander theiefore must act on his own lesponsibility The story told by Am-bionx was likely in itself The Germans were known to be funous at the passage of the Rhine, the destruction of Ariovistus, and their other defeats Gaul ra-sented the loss of its independence Ambiorix was acting like a tiue friend, and it would be madness to refuse his offer. Two days' march would bring them to their friends If the alarm was false, they could return If there was to be a general insuirection, the legions could not be too speedily brought together If they waited, as Gotta advised, they would -be surrounded, and in the end would be starved into surrender                                                     %
Gotta was not convinced, and the majority of officers supported him The fiist duty of a Roman army, he said, was obedience to orders Then business was to hold the post which had been committed to them, till they weie otherwise directed The officers were consulting in the midst of the camp, surrounded by the legionaries " Have it as you wish," Sabmus exclaimed, m a tone which the men could hear, " I am not afraid of being killed If things go amiss, the troops will understand where to lay the blame If you allowed it they might in forty-eight hours be at the next quarteis, facing the chances of war with their comrades, instead of perishing here alone by swoid or hunger "
Neither party would give way The tioops joined in the discussion. They were willing either to go or to stay, if then commanders would agree, but they